
Meriwether Lewis Elementary School 
PTO Board Meeting Minutes 

September 16, 2013 
 
Attendees: Kristina Parker, Laura Steenburg, Susan Wilson, Holly 
Stancil, Laurel Geis, Joanne Rome, Dana Quist, Helen Boyd, Kim 
Cousins, Debbie Parmelee (and Karen Pfeiffer and Debbie Gordon 
from AWE for presentation.) 
 
A. Presentation by Arts in Western Education 

• Karen Pfeiffer and Debbie Gordon presented 
information to PTO Board on new organization, Arts 
in Western Education (AWE). 

• They sponsored art fest last year, a first time 
festival through Western Albemarle that was very 
successful. 

• They are waiting for their 501(C)(3) status to help 
with large donations. 

• They will work with all feeder schools to support 
all kids in western feeder pattern in the arts. 

• They meet second Tuesday of each month at Anna's 
Pizza in Crozet. 

• They will send a blurb to go in Meriwether matters. 

• Art fest will be March 1 at Western this year. 
 

B. Co-Presidents' Report 

• All fundraisers going as planned.  See report for 
further details. 

C. Principal's Report 

• Back to school night was a big success. 

• The stage curtains are complete. 
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• Stage lighting being installed, should be complete 
by Thursday or Friday (9/20) 

• Faucets – school system is buying and paying 
faucets, PTO does not have to pay for anything.  
This means the PTO gets to keep the $6,000 
previously allocated to replace the faucets.  

• Computer cart – the school got a free cart so the 
PTO will no longer have to pay for one.  That means 
the PTO gets to keep the $3,500 allocated for a 
cart. 

• Discussion of whether to purchase additional ipad 
minis since we have some extra money now.   

• Kim Cousins requested 4 ipad minis for special ed 
at a cost of $2112. 

• Motion to approve purchase for 4 ipad minis – 525 
each for use by special ed – unanimous PASSED 

• Day of caring is on Wednesday – sundial will be 
done on Wednesday.  The poles and sandbox will be 
rescheduled. (Dana will put blurb in Meriwether 
matters). 
 

D. Faculty Representative's Report 

• Two expense requests to present – to be considered 
at end of meeting. 

E. Co-VP's Report 

• See reports for details.   

• Kids night out – discussion whether anyone has 
problem with not using paypal, just paper payment. 
Val did not use paypal this time because creates 
more work for her.  Very hard to merge paypal and 
paper forms.  Discussion of whether okay to not use 
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paypal for some events.  Consensus that it is okay 
to skip paypal for kids night out.   

• Still need art show chair to partner with Mr. 
Sherogan. Suggestion to meet with him to find 
chair. 

• Holly and Laurel will find art show chair. 
 

F. Secretary's Report 

• Approve minutes from August 26 meeting. 

• Move to approve minutes – PASSED unanimous 
 

G. Treasurer's Report 

• Discussion of items on budget 

• Already have $1100 from Kroeger from summer 
shopping 

• Paid for RSA database 

• We will not adjust budget even though we now have 
the extra from faucets and computer cart.  

• Kristina/Laura will follow up with Jenny on bench. 

• We were rejected for sales tax waiver due to 
insufficient information – there will be a delay 
while that is fixed. 
 

H. Communications Coordinator's Report 

• Nothing to report, except we are going to only use 
mlsmatters@gmail.com.  The other address is being 
replaced 

I. Volunteer Coordinator's Report 

mailto:mlsmatters@gmail.com
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• Discussion of landscape and gardening.  Mr. Napier 
had been maintaining PTO mulch beds.  Now that he 
is gone, the PTO needs to maintain these beds.   

• Consensus that we need to figure out scope of work 
and the budget needs first.  Helen will talk to 
Angie – Angie will call Kim to find out what the 
PTO areas are and what we need.  Possibilities 
include volunteer days to beautify the school or 
paying for regular crew to maintain beds. 

• The landscape team can use the mulch that was 
delivered. 

• Copy center currently only has two volunteers.  
Putting note in Meriwether matters to try and get 
more.  Probably only need 4-5 people, one hour a 
day, but avoid lunch time and before school starts. 

• Birthday book club – flyer is ready to go out.  
Arranged with James to have paypal.  The price has 
gone up to $25.  Helen will find out out why price 
is going up (this project is not meant to raise 
money). 

• Art print – not many volunteers.  Meg went through 
teachers, but there are still six classes with no 
volunteers.  Kindergarten art prints were oversized 
and stored in workroom and have disappeared 
(possibly thrown out).  We may have to buy more so 
meg may exceed budget.  She will get estimate for 
kindergarten replacement prints. 
 

J. Discussion of Expense Requests ("ERs") 

• Laura and Kristina want to add "structure" to 
discussion and approval of ERs. 
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• ER framework – handout from Laura and Kristina 
provides framework for ER evaluation with different 
points to consider.  The points to consider should 
be: 

o # of students impacted 
o Cost 
o New or recurring request? 
o Curriculum tie-in 
o In-house v. field trip 
o If we don't fund it what will happen? 
o Other arguments for funding the ER & funding 

against it?  
These points should also apply to MEPs and not just 
ERs. 

Topic for another meeting – do we continue to ask 
parents for MEPs?  

Murray has link that lets parents submit ideas all 
year long.  We could consider that. 

• Consideration of Pending ER from Ms. Geraty- 
digital fabricator (description of digital 
fabricator by Deb).  Design club may use it but 
this is for whole school.  All grades will get to 
use it.  $350 is cost (grant from Shannon took care 
of most cost).  Tie-in with all curriculum.  Will 
likely a recurring request.  May expand a bit next 
year.  If this denied, she and Deb will use PTO 
funds to pay for this, so their classes will lose 
out on other stuff. 

o Motion to approve – PASSED unanimously 

o Will come from year end gift pool 
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• Second ER request (late-filed) – to pay for an 
annual subscription to Enchanted Learning  - a 
program the teachers have been able to use to for 
years.  County just decided not to renew 
subscription.  Teachers want it reinstated.  All 
teachers would have access.  Teachers have not 
asked Kim yet if school will pay for it.  Deb will 
ask Kim, we may hold an online vote.  Also find out 
why county dropped it.  Was it just budget cut or 
did county replace with it something else? 

K. Promoting a healthier MLS 

• Scott Williams and a group of parents recently had 
a meeting about promoting healthier eating at MLS.  
They discussed whether there are other things 
parents can do, such as suggesting healthy 
alternatives for class parties. 

• Discussion whether the PTO could be comfortable 
sending out and promoting healthy ideas for 
parties?  Is this PTO job? 

• The group has not talked to Kim Cousins or the 
school nurse. 

• Helen – good idea, not necessarily a PTO thing. 

• Dana – maybe we sponser a google doc or place for 
parents to exchange ideas for room parents? 

• Should PTO support this and possibly implement 
it/post it? 

• Kristina and Laura will discuss this with Kim and 
get feedback from other parents. 

• Consider putting a blurb in Meriwether matters 
about his group and linking with health fair. 
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• Consensus – group can bring us more specific 
requests and Laura and Kristina will talk to Kim 
first before anything further happens. 

 
L. Others Items: 

• There is still a waiting list for EDEP.  They are 
trying to hire another teacher in EDEP but so far 
have not replaced the teacher who just left. 

L. Future Agenda Items 

o We will revisit the healthy eating group. 

  

 


