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Meriwether Lewis Elementary School 
PTO Meeting Minutes 
October 21, 2013 

 
Attendees: Kristina Parker, Laura Steenburg, Susan Wilson, Holly 
Stancil, Laurel Geis, Joanne Rome, Dana Quist, Helen Boyd, Kim 
Cousins, Brandi Robertson, Debbie Parmelee (and Christie Wiggins 
and Nancy Letteri for sister school presentation). 

 
A. Day of Caring ER 

• Brandi Robertson requested up to $700 in materials 
for three Day of Caring projects.  This ER was 
unanimously approved electronically on September 
23, 2013. 

B. Presentation by Christie Wiggins and Nancy Letteri  

• Christie Wiggins and Nancy Letteri are with the 
organization "Children of Vietnam" and are 
interested in Meriwether Lewis having a "sister 
school" in Vietnam. 

• Organization's goal is to support children in 
Vietnam through education, nutrition and housing.  
They reach over 30,000 children annually. 

• The proposed sister school is called Ly Tu Trong 
Secondary School and is populated by the Ca Tu 
ethnic group.  Located near Laotian border in Axan. 

• Kids all come from very poor houses, have little 
resources but school is well run. 

• They have almost no technology.  Children of 
Vietnam proposes being liason between MLS and this 
school. 
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• Would give kids in both schools broader cultural 
awareness.   

• First time they have ever proposed having a sister 
school, so no one is sure exactly what will be 
involved or how to define "sister school."  It 
could involve pen pals, donations, charity drives, 
etc. 

• The kids in Vietnam do know rudimentary English so 
pen pals would work on a basic level.  Pictures 
would also work. 

• From lens of MLS, think of how school community 
could benefit.  Examples include assemblies.  MLS 
is not very diverse so it would really good for 
kids to be exposed to cultural diversity. 

• Next steps – group will meet with teachers and then 
they will get back in touch with Kristina. 

B. Co-Presidents' Report 

• Feedback on fun fair: income was $ 6,700, but not 
sure expenses are yet.  Punch card idea worked 
well.  Theme was good, easy to dress up and be part 
of it without too much effort.  Dining controls and 
logistics were not running very well.  Classroom 
volunteers were great.Reduced budget did not play 
into scaling back event, so did not reduce stress 
for planners.  Maybe each event should just be one 
ticket instead of two tickets.  Teachers were never 
invited to volunteer, but some of them wanted to.  
Deb can be the one to let teachers know how to 
volunteer next year.  Need specific sign-up sheet 
in office.  Also, whenever an event is going to 
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take place outside you need supervision behind the 
building because the older kids tend to hang out 
behind building.   

• Sell no stuff is coming along, letter with Kim for 
approval.  Will launch Nov. 6 with closure of Dec. 
6. Envelope stuffing Nov. 1 at 11am.   

• MEP from Kevin White for $2,700 for wireless 
microphones.  MEP process is for end of year so we 
want to hold this until end of the year, that way 
we can consider and prioritize all requests. 

• Holiday gifts for teachers.  Last year was average 
of $14 per teacher and they got citrus.  Teachers 
loved it.  Bought it from high school band.  Sale 
ends Oct. 25 – do we want to do it again and buy 
from the band?  Motion to buy the holiday fruit – 
motion passed.  Up to budget amount of $1200.  
Included everyone, even bus drivers.  All faculty 
and staff. 

• Intervention resources request – MLS is short $1450 
due to cut in funding.  Without these additional 
funds, intervention will have to either serve fewer 
students and/or reduce the number of months 
intervention is offered.  This is the first year in 
the last 5 or 6 where we had a cut in the amount 
provided by the Federal Govt.  The school had 
planned to use the same budget as last year, but 
the cut came after the start of the school year and 
after the program had begun at MLS.  Unsure whether 
this additional amount will need to be budgeted for 
in future years.  Kim Cousins will let us know as 
soon as she can if this need is likely to recur.  
We already budget $4200 for each year .  This year 
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we have the money, but at this time, we do not want 
to commit to a continued higher amount of funding.  
$5650 would be the new amount from PTO.  Question 
from Dana – what is total amount County gives.  
Total amount is approximately $21000, but Kim will 
get exact amount.  Motion to fund the extra this 
year. Motion passed unanimously.  Susan will write 
check to County.     

• Yearbook after school club – Laura and Kristina are 
on the committee. Other committee members are Laura 
Emery and Stella Kim (who will both be acting as 
co-chairs).  Will put note in Meriwether matters to 
solicit pictures from parents. 

C. Principal's Report 

• Year is going well.  Green – principal at Murray's 
father passed so MLS sent plant/card. 

• Recognizing bus drivers this week.   

• Next meeting topics: budget season approaching.  We 
will be proactive to address Board of Supervisors 
regarding CIP.  Will wait to after election to see 
what happens.  Need at least one board member to 
understand CIP.  We want work done this summer on 
gym floor.  School has had almost no renovations.  
Floor is very slippery and needs to be replaced 
with wood.   

• Second topic for next year: We are having more 
conversation about school procedures on absences 
and tardiness as it impacts school performance.  
Need more consistent practices throughout county.  
MLS has best elementary school attendance record.  
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Tardiness has bigger impact than absences on our 
school.   

D. Faculty Representative's Report 

• Coffee supplies – who will provide Keurig? 

E. Co-VP's Report 

• Hospitality committee needs feedback – we have 
always provided coffee to three different coffee 
machines in building.  This year we have three 
Keurig machines and no drip machines anymore.  Old 
budget was $250 a year, which we have spent 
already.  Keurig is a lot more expensive.  Do we 
increase budget?  Option of reusable cups you can 
refill.  We could buy folgers and reusable cups and 
if not enough, teachers can buy their own.  Would 
be up to $1000 for the year at least to pay for 
coffee.  The hospitality committee budget, not 
counting teacher holiday gifts is $2000.  We don't 
want to pay $1200 for coffee.  If we go with 
folgers and reusable cups we don't need a larger 
budget.  The Board decided not to increase the 
coffee budget at this time. Deb and Kim will 
communicate message with Macy.    

F. Secretary's Report 

• Approve minutes from September 16 meeting.  Motion 
to approve – motion passed 

• Request to have reports in word doc. 

• Question from September minutes – did they hire 
EDEP teacher and kids get off waiting list. The 
answer is “yes”. 
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• Enchanted learning was purchased through library. 
Don't need pto funds. 

• Jenny is going to purchase the bench from last 
year’s MEP approval and will submit for 
reimbursement. 

• Ipad minis arrived and are in use. Teachers will 
let us know whether they need additional money to 
purchase apps. 

• Healthy snacks initiative is on agenda for parent 
council meeting so it will come up again. 

G. Treasurer's Report 

• We got sales tax exemption certificate.  Any 
purchase that uses this certificate has to be paid 
for directly by PTO check – we cannot use personal 
funds and then get reimbursed.  Susan trying to get 
word out; she has contacted main vendors we use to 
get the certificate on file.  In order to cut a 
check to a vendor, she has to know exact amount 
before she can issue a check.  Not as great as we 
were hoping, but it is something.  A copy of the 
certificate will go on google drive.   

H. Volunteer Coordinator's Report 

• 121 book orders for birthday book club.  Price is 
up, so they made $150 more.  That goes to buy 
books, not a fundraiser. 

• Susan Derrico and Jennifer Fontenot – fun fair 
chairs should be volunteer of the month.  Motion to 
nominate – passed unanimously. 
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• Val Newcomb should be considered for future month. 

• As part of MLS sportswear, we ordered t-shirts and 
water bottles for the volunteer of the month. 

J. Other 

• Game Night – we are asking for outside volunteers 
(middle school and high school) for older siblings 
to help lead games.Nov. 15 from 6-8 for game night 

• Dana – before Meriwether matters came out she got 
something from an mls parent who has started an 
afterschool program.  Afterschool daycare – is that 
business solicitation?  She doesn't need it now 
because it filled up.  But raises question of 
whether we can place that type of add in Meriwether 
Matters.  We don't advocate for anything that would 
compete with something at the school.  We don't put 
ads in Meriwether matters.   

• Helen – when school fields are used for soccer – 
there are no trash cans.  Kim explains that 
custodian doesn't have time to empty those cans.  
Perhaps parks and recs could maintain a trash can.  
But we should report back to SOCA that they need to 
bring their own garbage bag. 

• Laura – any agenda items for next meeting? What is 
next with Vietnam?  School can't do fundraising, 
but PTO could.  Could make connection with Kids 
Market.  Kim will talk to teachers about role with 
sister school.  Kim is in process of deciding what 
relationship will be with sister school.   

 


