
Meriwether Lewis Elementary School
PTO Meeting Minutes

March 24, 2014
Present: Laura Steenburgh, Dana Quist, Helen Boyd, 
Laurel Geis, Holly Stancil, Brandi Robertson, Susan 
Wilson, Debbie Parmelee, and Kristina Parker.

A. Co-Presidents' Report.

• Discussion of passing on of documents/knowledge for 
next year's committee chair roles.

• Discussion of budget process in general and March 
25 Town Hall meeting at MLS – Liz Palmer, Eric 
Strucko.  Need a lot of people to attend to support 
school budget because a lot of vocal opponents to 
tax increase have been coming.

• Faucet replacement update: Last spring we allocated 
$6000 to replace them.  Then facilities agreed to 
do it, but now it appears there was 
miscommunication so the PTO is paying for it again.  
Laura wants us to consider adding $750 to replace 
all of the faucets because the $6000 is not quite 
enough to do all of them.  We also have extra money 
from the laptop cart we never had to buy ($2000).  
Motion to approve extra $750 to do all 18 faucets: 
vote is unanimous to approve up to $6750.  

• Cultural programs budget: this budget is managed by 
Kevin White.  Discussion of why he has historic 
authority to weigh which assemblies and projects 
are approved and why he approves those ERs instead 
of the PTO.

• Scott Williams is having a family dance night on 
April 11 in gym.



• Silent Auction: big success, appears to have netted 
over $25,000 (goal was $20,000).  Final numbers 
still being tallied.

• Discussion of whether we should consider doing a 
movie night on the lawn or picnic night with 
family.

B. Principal's Report

• Decision will be made at school board meeting 
Thursday night or Friday morning on new principal.  
PTO will have a meet and greet on April 10 
(Thursday at 7pm) with new principal and parents.  
That person will be in place by May 1.  We will 
lose Karen before then.  

• PTO should consider doing something to recognize 
her.  (Per an online vote, PTO approved giving 
Karen $100 gift card to a spa as a thank you gift).

• There is requirement that new principal interact 
with 10% of parents by a certain date, maybe 6 
months?  

C. Faculty Representative's Report

• Deb sent message to teachers about MEPs – to think 
about what they want or need.  Deadline is April 
15. Deb and Brandi then sit down and prioritize all 
the requests.  We will keep open option to let 
parents submit requests.  

• Deb presented ER for special ed student in 4th: 
request for student who is significantly impaired.  
Request is for a computer application which assists 
him with reading and has worked very well.  His 
parents cannot fund this, and the IEP does not 
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include this.  Kristina suggests using the outreach 
funds.  Laura moves to approve this ER, unanimous 
approval to fund this ER from outreach. 

• Present 3rd grade ER for the Green Adventure 
Project: onsite program.  Kristina moved to 
approve, unanimous approval.

• Discussion that board for next year needs to decide 
whether to fund transportation for field trips.  

D. Co-VPs' Report

• Discussion of policy on volunteer of the month 
eligibility.  Discussion of policy that a volunteer 
can only receive this recognition once.  Next 
year's presidents can decide whether to change the 
policy on this.

• Recommendation that PTO should have a thank you 
breakfast for all volunteers.  

• Question raised regarding whether fun run should be 
continued.  Currently set for approx. May 4, part 
of family field day.  Family field day is run by 
Scott, and race is done by PTO.  The run does not 
get a lot of participation.

E. Secretary's Report

• Approve minutes from February phone meeting.  
Minutes approved.

F. Treasurer's Report

• Brief Financial Overview – right now we have around 
$15000 to spend at the end of the year. 

• Susan will get in touch with committee chairs in 
next couple weeks for year end gifts.
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• Paypal – we will wait to clear silent auction and 
then move all but $1000 to checking account. Motion 
to move all funds except $1000 to checking account 
- unanimous approval.

G. Volunteer Coordinator's Report

• Volunteer of the Month – Melissa Hoover and Mary 
Chin, and Jane Jackson are up for consideration.  
Stephanie Osada has done a lot for work for silent 
auction the last two years.  Lisa Wells as well was 
part of auction.  We should ask Sarah Gray and 
Robin who else to recognize.  Mary Chin and Jane 
are approved as volunteers for March.  

• Landscaping – Kristina spoke to Angie.  A tree died 
that had been dedicated to a teacher.  We want to 
replace it and possibly get another tree.  We will 
get a small flowering tree in same spot.  
Discussion of whether to get a second larger tree 
or replace broken planters. Decision made to get 
one small tree and replace planters.

H. Communications Coordinator's Report

• Discussion website usage – there are conflicting 
opinions on whether the PTO website is used much, 
and whether to continue maintaining it.  Laurel and 
holly have some other tech parents getting together 
and they will follow up regarding this matter after 
spring break.

I. Other:

• Bench – we are still working on getting the bench 
approved from last year's budget.  There is going 
to be a request for 3 additional benches.  So we 
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may want to get 4 that are all the same.  Brandi 
will get back to us.  

5


